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THE INTEROOEANIO PARADISE MADE 4 POLITICAL ‘FOOTBALL AND AN ARENA / 
OF STRIFE. ITS ALLEGED DANGEROUS AND IMMORAL INSTITUTIONS con- ae 
SIDERED IN THR LIGHT OF THE STATISTICS or CRIME 


SOLATED, and central on the great the 
1 region; elevated, and yet sheltered by the Rocky Mountains on the east . 
and north; and the Sierras on the west; insular, and yet more cosmopolitan. } 
than any rural population on the face of the globes physically attractive, and 
yet rent with the turmoil of political and religious distractions; home of the 
sage brush, and yet raising eighty bushels of grain to the acre; a da- and- 
nicht's journey from anywhere, and yet in the very eye of the world; an 
empire of paradoxes and peng this is on Uteh of to-day, and of the: 2 

ness and liberality of plan, it is second only to Washington. Even during 
this winter season, what is not intrinsically beautiful is suggestively so, When 
spring shall have opened the flowers, and quickened the foliage, and ‘Tet os 
the waters that shall cover the valleya with verdure. In everything—the 
farm-tike blocks, the wide avenues, the stately and often graceful archit 
the water ways for irrigation, sewage and sprinkling, the edifices. for worship, .. 
education and amusement, the employment of gas, the electric light and mil 
ways in everything is seen, on the part of this Mormon people, the evidences 
of unbounded faith in themselves and their future, and à wise use of hat- 


101 811125 14 


> 


x 
‘ . 
‘ £2 
* 
; 
d 
; 
> 
* 
. 
2 


354 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


City is the magnified prototype of a dozen or more lesser but beautiful cities 
and towns scattered through the Utah valleys. All are laid out on the same 
comprehensive plan, looking to the comfort of the future dense populations, 
as well as the present. There is something, wonderfully , impressive in the 
tokens, revealed on every hand, of the faith of this singular people in them- 
selves and their destiny. They plan and build not for the day; there are 
centuries of anticipation in every representative act. i 

The Mormon inhabitants comprise about seventy- eight per cent. of a popu 
lation which, numbering one hundred and forty-four thousand in 1880, must 
now count nearly one hundred and sixty thousand. In the twenty-two per 
cent. minority are represented the most prominent of the Christian sects, 
though generally with slender following. The hulk of the “outsiders,” as 
they are classed, are unsectarian or openly irreligious. They comprise, 
almost exclusively, the mining population, the adventurers, and in the towns | 
a fair proportion of the business class. The farmers are, with scarcely an 
exception, Mormons. 

No special bitterness or dislike seems to exist between the: Mormons 
the “Various Christian sects. On the contrary, courtesies which have quite 
the seeming of Christian charity are frequently exchanged; often enough to 
bear inferential testimony on the part of each that the others are not totally 
depraved. And really, setting aside the one dogma of plural marriage, there 
is no essential difference between Mormon theology and any other of the 
Christian sort; and such as exists is less a question of difference than degree. 
The Mormon greed js ompjvorous; it assimilates all of all creeds, present and 
| past. The Mormon is a more latitudinarian Congregationalist than Beecher, 

a more veritable Baptist than St. John, and he out. Romänizes any Catholic 
in his arrangements for the reclamation of the impenitent dead. He swallows 
without: galping, and digesta without griping, the entire Bible from Genesis 1 
to Revelation; Apocrypha included, and thrives on the mass as literal, manna 
fro heaven; supplementing; by way of dessert, his religious meuu with a 
daluty bit of Bible t his own. 80 it is not strange to find among even the 
the Christian clergy: those, like Rev, Dr. Tuttle, Episcopal 
bishop of Utah, who ure willing to bear testimony to Mormon merit. This 
in a leoture delivered in New York years d of 
opinion, of den., 
and:have jqdgtd them uninstlx. They have many traits that are worthy of admirat 
and they ibelievpiwith «fervent feith that their religion is a direct. revelation from Go 
the east mrp: accustomed to look upon the Mormons as either the licentious, arro- 
of rebellions mob, hent only on defying the United States govétnment and 
th ofthe Ci Phin 


Tiot se. T know thet ‘to be ‘honest, faithful prayers 
in their faith chat heaven will Mess ‘the Church.of Latter-day: 
trong und admirable feature in the Mormon. religion in the tendcious 
greatest cart ll: 
— dislike of the and the Mormon, can- 
note This, on che! Gentile’s part; dges not bay its root in 
Is is omteidesof doctrine, ar degms It springs;from 
political, though not party, jealousy. It is a strife for the master- 
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chip ef Utah, and it is an intensity of Parallel if 


in other section. 


The two institutions of whith are the of 


critisism, are their secret eourta, or councils, and their system of polygamy: 


The first is that which anti-Mormons assert to be a complete system of | | 


government, through which the rights, duties, interests and affairs of the . 
Mo#mon population are defined, imposed, conserved. and regulated, secretly — 


and through priestly intervention and control, to the detriment and danger 


of te community. It is charged that these councils make up a government 
within a government, an imperium in imperio, and so are not merely institu - 
tions disrespectful to the but schools of treason: 


and /a menace to the state. 
The Mormon answer to this oriticiem is that these connie: are elne con- 
ciliatory courts, for the arbitration of matters arising between brethren of 


the:same faith, voluntarily resorted to by those involved in disputes, and 


whose awards must be voluntarily acquiesced in or remain without effect. 


spread quarrels, frequently involving entire communities, may readily be 


composed and adjusted if taken in hand at their beginning, aud before the 
passions of the disputants become seriously excited, » For this purpose, in 


each df the smallest divisions of Church jurisdiction, agents—called Teachers 


—are employed, whose business it is to acquaint themselves with neighbor- ~ 


hood ‘grievanees; and by bringing the parties together, seek their composition. 


Failing in this, the matter is reported to the Bishop of the district, or ward, 


whe öffers his services, with those of his counselors, as a court of arbitration. 


Appeals lie from the award of this Bishop’s court through other similarly 9 
constituted bodies of higher dignity, until that of last resort is reached, be- 


fore abe First President and Couneil. If the final award is rejected, tho 


Church discipline allows a sentence of disfellowship against the contumacious 


party. No other penalty is attempted to be nee as in a the nature of the . 


24 


cass none could be. 


Itiis difficult to see how this course of eee differs 18 that of other Ee 


ecclesiastical tribunals, except that it covers a wider range, and seeks in the 


interest of harmony and good fellowship to adjust secular as well as doctrinal’ 


disputes. But this Mormon system, while it exceeds in its scope the similar 


courta of many other religious bodies, is no more extensive than that em- 
ployed by the sect of Quakers, which, in its furtherance of peace on earth, 


goodwill to men, has held to be: one of their’ highest titles to 


themespeet of mankind/ 


courts is shown by the fact that they are habitually resorted to by the Mor- 


mofilaity. It is idle to say, as it is frequently ‘said, that they are foreed 


thither by the terrorism of priests; to become the subjects of : spotiatidn and 
wrong; for whatever their syerage intelligence, no system habitually unjust 


in ein portal affairs could retain the support of any people. And that it does 
-conitnand their confidence is shown by this fact, that the records: of the:civil 
courts reveal scarcely:an instance where plaintiff and defendant ate both of 


he Mormon faith: Gentiles sue Mormons and Mormons sue Gentiles; but 
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Mormon suing Mormon is a proceeding 80 rare as practically to be r. 

to the judicial history of Utah. Now, whether the average quality of Justios 
administered in these tribunals is above or below that of the civil courts,. ig 
it would seem, a question solely for the solution of those who resort to them. 
There is no legal compulsion: attaching to them; they ars self-imposed and 
ssif-endared; and if they fail to answer the purpose of their existence, will 
be self-abrogated by disuse. No harm can come of their employment, 
much good, from the private and speedy settlement of neighborhood quarrels; 
and least of all need they be the occasion of public jealousy as arrogating the 
functions of the public judiciary. Litigation is not a plant of so rare value | 
that its growth should be fostered and stimulated; and society would be the | 
gainer if arbitration were substituted in its place more r than it Msc: 
is, and that, too, whether under priestly or secular control. 

The anti-Mormons charge that the arbitration business of — — fis 
cal councils is only an incidental, not the actual, purpose of their creation; 
and that under its cover treason is fostered and organized, until the system 
has become dangerous to the country, whose safety demands its destruction. 
This charge is unsupported by any public evidence, and as it is strenuously — 
denied by the Mormon authorities, it becomes simply a — ee: 0 
and is placed without the pale of profitable discussion. ne) 

It is not proposed to consider the religious aspects. of 3 If it 169 
were not of divine institution, it would appear from Biblical history to have 
been, at least, of divine toleration, and that in the ancient: days, those who 

| enjoyed the peculiar favor of God enjoyed, also, the unpeculiar favor of 
| multitudinous wives. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, are names which the 
pious world have uttered reverently for thousands of years, and the measure 
of their polygamic sins, if such they were, is left for those who have taste for 
religious disputation. It is pertinent, however, to take into account the i- 
fluence of polygamy upon the morals of the people addicted to its practice. 
And to ascertain the condition of public morals, there is no guide so r 
worthy as the public records of criminal statistics. The inherent vice of a 
people cannot be suppressed; it must rise to ** men find, at — ite 
condemnatory record in the calendar of crime... — 

The criminal statistics of Utah are kept with aunt * aud care. 
Not only the nativity of criminals is registered, but the character of — 
religious belief, or non- belief. as the case may be. This system — 
sound basis for the prosecution of the inquiry in hand. ‘These statistics for 
the year prior to 1882 have been published, and the use of the facts eduoed 
from the criminal records of 1881, by the Hon. James W. Barclay, M. P., in 
an article which lately appeared in The Mineteentn Century, has excited much’ 
comment here and abroad. This gentleman stated that, with Mormons con- 
stituting the bulk of the population of Salt Lake City (in 1881 there wers 
about eighteen thousand five hundred Mormons to five thousand five hundred 

non · Mormons), the convicts. contained in the city prison were twenty: nine, 
and in the county prison six, but of these only nins wers Mermons. In the 
territorial penitentiary in 1881 there were fifty-one convicts, but only five 05 10 
them were Mormons, and of these two were there for polygamy... Out of one 
hundred and twenty - ſivelprisoneralin the, lock · up, eleven only were Mormons, 
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and some of these for polygamy. The returns of arreste iu Salt Lake City 
in the same year showed one hundred and sixty-nine Mormons against eight 
handted and fifty‘one non-Mormons. That is, with over three-quarters of 
the population of Salt Lake City, the Mormons furnished only one-sixth of the 
number of arrests in 1881. These records, whieh correspond substantially 
with those of former years, certainly exhibited the Mormons in a favorable 
licht compared with those who, denounce them as licentious, brutal and 
degraded. 

The statistics at hand for 1882, which, it is have hitherto 
_ been published, cover a wider field, taking in all the populous districts of the 
‘Territory... The total number. of all arrests for crimes.and misdeameanors 


in these localities during 1882 was two thousand one hundred and ninety- 
seicht, of which the seyenty-eight per cent. of the Mormon population fur- 


nished three hundred, and. the. twenty-two, per cent; of the non-Mormon one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, A tabular, exhibit. of the grosser 
crimes embodied in the 

| 


Assault-with intent to kill. 
Aault wich deadly weapons 7 
Tn with intent to commit rape 1 8 
— 
Attempt to murde-— 
of murder f 


Threatening to murder 
“Mayhem 


ron 


i 
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peace - 
Destroying property — 
Arson 5 
Obtaining property under false pretenses 


th 


So that the Mormons, | cent. ‘of the 

ok the Territory, contributed one-eighth of the arrests d. 
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In those a the 1 as 


No. saloons and breweries 146 


The ok brothels the WAS twelve, all by 
non-Mormons; number of inmates not given. 

The criminal record of Salt Lake: City for 1882, iow that, in a pitilalation 
of about twenty. ‘five thousand, divided between Mormons and non-Mormons 
as niueteen to six, the total number of arrests was one ‘thousand five hundred 
and sixty-one, ‘Of which’: one hundred and eighty-eight were Mormonsf and 


one thousand three hundred and seventy- three non-Mormons. ‘Clasied by 


sex, the number of Mormon men and boys was one hundred and seventy- 
seven; von. Morman. one thousand two bundred and 3 Mormon 


and the remaining six, — wers not entitled 

to participate in the sacraments of the Church by reason of their calling. 
The fifteen billiard rooms and bowling alleys and the seven gambling houses 
were all kept by non-Mormons. The six brothels had noe: Mormon proprie- 
tors, and they were filled by thirty-one non-Mormon inmates. 

If it should be suspected that these territorial and ‘city exhibite show an 
unfair discrimination in favor of the Mormon population, throngh the sym- 
pathy of the Mormon police officers and magistrates, such suspicion will be 
removed by the summary of the records of the territorial’ penitentiary for 
the same year. It will be recollected that for the conviction of this class of 
criminals, the whole machinery of the law, judicial and ministerial, is in the 
hands of the Federal Government. The number of penitentiary.cotivicts for 
the year was twenty-eight. Of these but one was an orthodox Mormon, and 
she 4 woman, confined for one day for contempt of court; five others were 
Mormons only by reason of their parentage, and the remaining’ twenty-two 
weret eight Catholics, four Methodists, one + ow, one ‘Adventist, one Presby- 
terian, and seven of no religious faith. | 

The tabular statement of the arrests smectic the. Territory for 1882 


_ furnishes food for varied reflection. One application only will bs made. If 


those practicing polygamy are, as a class, actuated by the licentious motives 
with which they are charged, why is it that the affiliated crimes of ‘ prostitu- 
tion, brothel-keeping, lewd conduct, insulting, women, exposing, person, 
attempting rape, and obscene and profane language, occasioning’ in all one 
hundred and seventy-nine arrests, are so nearly monopolized by the non- 
Mormon element that the proportion should be thirty-five: to:.one? Crime 
breeds ifs congeners, and does not this table of crime furnish proof of the 


honesty. of those. who * * state! 
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U T A H NE w 8. 
—0— 
Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 

Spanish Fork is to have a $10,000 theatre built immediatelx. 

A little child of Peter Boice, of Provo, was accidentally drowned by falling 
into a ditch on the 14th ult. 

The good people of the 18th Ward, Salt Lake City, are about to erecta 
school house in which a school somewhat after the manner of the B. T. 
Academy of Provo is to be carried on, without any support from Territorial 


finances. 
Daring a thunder storm which recently occurred at Pleasant Grove, light- 
ning struck the stable of Albert Riehins, killing one of his team horses and 


"getting the building on fire, The fire was extinguished before it had made 


A wush- out having benen on the . & R G. Railway near Thistle Sta- 


tion, the locomotive of a down train with the engineer, fireman and brakes- 


man on it, went plunging into the river, killing one, fatally injuring another, 


and hurting the third very badly, though it is thought that he will reebver, 
three men were strangers’ in ‘the Territory. accident on 
the 


A reunion oF the Snow family was recently held in Brigham City, when 
the family and descendants of Apostle Lorenzo Snow (who number about 
100), all, with the exception of two or three who are upon missions, together 


with other relatives, and friends, assembled to do honor to their patriarchal 


head who has just passed his 7oth year. The exercises were of the moss 
7 enjoyable character and were kept up for three days. A facetious writer 
describing the affair, remarked that there was more Snow in Brigham ‘City 
that week than there had been all last winter. = | 


The high water which prevails in Utah seems to be the chief object of 


attention at present, and great efforts are being made to prevent by 


the washing away of property. The Provo river and a number of ot her 
streams were reported to be as high in the middle of May as ever. known to 


de in the past, and it was expected that they would be still higher, as they 


do not usually reach their maximum height until about the 10th of N une. 


The low lands in Salt Lake Valley and other parts of the country are in 
| places entirely submerged, and many residents, as a consequence, put to press 
. inconvenience, The roads, too, up most of the canyons are washed ot — 


badly that travel by team through them is impracticable. The resider 


_ some of the upper yalleys, such as Ogden valley, are more than ¢ ever a 5 
as they ars for the present. practically, shut ont from the rest of the world. 


Considerable damage has already reaulted to the railroads. in the ennyona, 
the road bed being washed away in some places and bridges endangered in 


others. Though the high water is a present detriment to a great many 
occupying 10, lands, in preventing them from eultienting their firms, 


it will doubtless prove u pernianént benefit to them in many cases by leaving 


the land covered with a 3 epat of e . washed ae from 
the surrounding mountains, 
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MONDAY, JUNE 9. 1084. 


BUILDING 
— — 


Tun Saints are They are only 
people claiming to be followers of Christ who are engaged in building temples, 
or who know anything about the use of such sacred structures as that built 
by King Solomon. Of course, all readers of the Bible are tamiliar with the 
glowing description given therein of the magnificent temple of Solomon, and 
. ier are also led to understand from other references, in the Scriptures that 
| _ other.temples are to exist. They read, for instance, this prediction in the 
| writings of the Prophet Malachi (iii. 1): “ Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
. du ee gome to his temple;” but who would know without further informa- 
tion than is afforded us by sacred and profane history and tradition combined, 
boom to build a temple which the Lord would accept and deign to grace with 
His presencel, Or who would know, without further instruction from a 
divine source, the proper uses for which temples were designed by the Al- 
mighty? No person; not even the Latter- day Saints. But the Lord bas not 
left them in the dark in regard to this matter as He has others. He has 
commanded them to build temples, has made known unto them the plan upon 
which they should be constructed, and has revealed unto them sacred 
ordinances that are to be performed in them, and which cannot be performed 
elsewhere, to His acceptance. These ordinances are to tend not only to the 


—— —— 


of mankind who rire this earth the days our 
father Adam down to the present time can’ be linked in one grand chain. 
‘Malachi says, in looking forward to the last days: 
For, Behold, the day that bern an all the ‘proud, yes, and 
5 an chat do wickedly: shall be stubble: 
5 ‘the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” 
And then heiaddsiin:the last paragraph of the Old Testament: 
cheld, L will send you; Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dred 
and he sball.turn the heart of the fathers to the the 


heart of the to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth wit h 2 urge. 


ya ip Tue Prophe Joseph Smith, in writing upon ‘this subjebt, says: ; 
is ‘sufficient to know, in this case, that ‘the earth will By With & dure, 
unless there is « welding link of some kinder other, between the fathers aid the chifdren 


‘ = 
| also of persons who may have died at any time in the past, when they shall 
ü be performed in their behalf. Thus the savi wer of the Gospel can be 
\ 


m che gospel also; for it in 
e time; which < 
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dead. Fer we without them cannot: be made perfect; neither can they without us be 


perfect union, and welding together of dispensations, and keys, and powers, and glories 
shall take place, and be revealed from the days of Adam even to the present time; and 
not only this, but these things which never have been revealed from thé foundation of the 


world, but have been kept hid from the wise bbe: 
babes and sucklings in ‘this the dispensation of the fullness of time.“ Hass tire 

This promise of Elijah's coming was fulfilled. in the first Temple whieh the 
Latter-day Saints ever built, that of Kirtland, Ohio. Not only did he appear 
to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in that sacred edifice and deliver to 

them the keys which he held, but the Savior and Moses and Elias and others 
_ who had lived upon the earth in former dispensations also visited and com- 
muned with them there. Nor were they the only ones who were blessed with 
suck glorious manifestations of divine favor. Joseph Smith records in his 
history: Many of my brethren who received the ordinance with me saw 
glorious visions also.| Angels ministered unto them as well as myself, and 
the power of the Highest rested upon us; the house was filled with the glory 
of God, and we shouted Hosanna to God and the Lamb.” 

It is not our purpose to detail the sacred ordinances to be performed and 
: blessings to be obtained in temples; suffice it to say that they are such as 
only the faithful Saints of God are entitled to, and that the keys and powers 
within the reach of those who have the privilege of entering into the house 
of God are such as the people of the world know not of. Writing of this 
_ subject in his history, Joseph Smith says: The keys are certain signs and 
words by which false spirits and personages. may be detected from true, 
15 which’ cannot be revealed to the Elders till the temple i is eompleted. 
| The hope of entering into a Temple, and receiving the blessings and taking 
1 in the ordinances pertaining théreto, is one of the most glorious. ‘ones 
Vith which every true Saint throughout the world is inspired. This is one 
ol the purposes for which they are so anxious to gather to Zion. 
As intimated. before, the first Temple completed by. the. Latter-day, Saints 


a was in Kirtland, Ohio; the next one built was in Nauvoo, IIlinois. These 


mu buildings the Saints had to leave when they were driven from their homes 
min the States on account ‘of their religion. Since journeying to Utah they 
“have been actively engaged in thb building of Temples. ‘One was completed 

and dedicated in St. George in the year 1877, and many glorious. blessings 
and manifestations of divine power have been received within its walls. Two 
ne others are in process of erection, one at Salt Lake City, another at Manti; 
and last month marked an era in the Temple- building record of the Latter. | 
day Saints by one at Logan being completed and dedicated. We shall’ pub- 
Ash in the next number of the Srax the rem e exercises connected 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE —Mectings of Con- 
 ferenee will be held on Sunday, June 29th, in the Latter-day Sainte’ Chapel, 
Hunter's Vale, off Farm St., Birmingham, commencing at 10-80. a0 
and 6-30 p.m. —— will be present. = 
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“ARRIVAL, APPOINTMEN TS.AND DEPARTURE 
Magy the following named Elders arrived in Liverpool patithe 88 yesting, 
fill missions in this country: Goddard, 
„Marshall and L. John Nuttall. ju 
and Mr Hopwood, all from Salt Lake Cit 
having come on a visit. 
Elder George Goddard is roving visit K the 
2 throughout the Miesion, and labor wherever he thinka:hercan 
14 the most good, or as the Spirit may direct. act 
Elder Heber Goddard is appointed to labor in the Welsh. Oe 
Elder L. John Nuttall, jun. is assigned to the Liverpool: eee 
Hader Robert Marshall is appointed to labor in Ireland. g n of 
President John . Cannon, late of the Swiss and — Miseion, ihdting 
been released to return home, arrived in Liverpool on the 6th, one ee 


— 


ABSTRACT or CORRESPON DENCE. 
—0— 
“rims FROM PROVO. 


Elder J ames Hardy writes from Provo, Utah, Mar 15, 1884, as follows: 
3 „The spring has been very backward, but wheat and other grain now look well. We 
have not planted much corn or cane as yet, bys fhe der, one good. | 
~ Every indication of plenty of apples and pears, very few plums, and no pea 
‘apricots. We shall have abundance of water; the snow is 1 
and old Timpanagos (Provo River) is booming. A great number of teams and hands 
bas been working to strengthen the weak places, as it is feared it will break ever to- 
wards the Fort Field, and cover a great deal of land on the bottoms. . The bridge has to 
de watched very closely. Old settlers say the water is nearly as high as it was in 1862, 
5 but the highest is nov yet. Spanish Fork and Springville are also beginning to feel the 
E __,, Sifecte of the snow. Provo has been built up some since you were here; the bank is isa 
very fine building, also the hotel of Liddiard and John. The theatre is finished’ 
and the new Tabernacle is up to the square; the roof will be put on this summer, When 
but cannot be reached now on ac- 
ofthe depth of When finished it will be a very fine building. The N T. 
ground is been prepared, I understand. The school will oocupy the upstairs 
There seems to be a Jull in business matters; money is very scarce, and but 3 
* Tittle doing. The mines in Pleasant Valley have shut down for the present, 2 
bft the Denver & Rio Grande railway company shipping their own coal. The rn 
which Brother Williams is superintendent is closed for che present. 
M We have had our old friend H. C. . 
Apache Indians, who were delighted to view our city: They are an intelligent rhee and 
George, to g 
Temple and receive blessings. President A. O t made them some 
dur home made cloth. They visited the Provo Woke d were 
“saying they could weave cloth if they had two weeks’ practice with the workmen. 
ee saw Brother Edson Whipple, our feliow townsman, and in talking tox — 
the country of Arizona, he said it was a good place, and where he lived there © 
_, for 1,000 families. Last year he plowed 80 scres of land, 2 
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bad no need to out and ‘stack it; good country for stock; timber in abundance, there 
daing a forest close, to him 360 miles long by 100 wide; could get four loads of firewood 
por day. He sid he would not change his position. There has been a call-of, 100 
_, families to go to St. Johns, and Provo has furnished Some. Quite a few left on the lath, 
and others are preparing to go in the fall. Our leaders: seem prompted, to. extend the 
We had wich us an Sunday last (che 11th) Apostles E. Snow and Moses Thatcher, 
and Brother W. W. Taylor, who addressed us, Brothers Thatcher and Snow. dwalling 
upon the Book of. Mormon, and the many prophecies. concerning the Indians. 
Ü—¹% 
r they may be prepared to go into 
_ Mexico and Arizona and preach the Gospel to the house of Jacob... Brother ‘Thatcher's 
sermon in the afternoon, was of intense interest to all. 

„I find a great improvement among the young people. I 1 — been called. to labor 
with the young men, and also as a home missionary. I feel well in the work, and desire 
0 do all I can, to promote its interests upon the earth. Although Congress is seeking to 
oppress us, yet all is well, Zion prospers, and the kingdom of God will triumph. Re- 


AFPAIRS. IN THR, BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 
6 President Thomas in writes from Birmingham, May 23, 1884, as 
follow: 
1 will notity Brother. Bennett af the change in his labors, but I think it will be 
necessary to keep him for two weeks or so yet, in order to have him show one of the 
_, brethren through the district where he labered sometime ago, on account of Elder Gilbert 
ds. 
er Aubrey is still in Birmingham, visiting among his relatives, and friends, 
thinks the prozpects are good to bring some of them into the Church. She taste of 
_ going out into hig district next week, puke 
and spirits, and are at werk sowing the seeds of truth; and I am thankful to say t 
few are coming into the Church. ‘Elder Yates has succeeded in organizing 8 as 
Northampton, he having baptized four persons of late. They now have an Elder to pre- 
side over them, also one Teacher. They are holding their meetings regularly, and a 
good spirit prevails: and the prospects are good for a few more new members soon. I 
have appeinted Elder Rollin Ray Tanner to labor with Brother Yates. The other Elders 
ars doing all they can. to reach the honest both by preaching and distributing tracts, and 
they too are finding a few who are willing to listen to the truths of the Gospel. We are 
all thankful 0 e this beautiful warm weather, go that wo can get out in the open air 
and deliver the message we are sent io carry to the people. I will say on behalf af the 
Birmingham Branch, the Saints here as a rule are living up to their privileges and are 
» manifesting a desire to do their duty, and the local Priesthood are lending all the help 
sit thal cloen: dep. ‘We are having some very good 
meetings here; quite a number of strangers are attending them, and I must any that the 
Wott [rejoice in this work, I am thankful 
tor this Mission, for I know that God has blessed my labors, and I am happy. to tell’ you 
21 


Elder Wm. K. Weight; under date of Ogden; Utah, May 15, 1884, 1 


of tiles m short dne Tt is truly wonderful, as we journeyed. 
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mm their midst. ‘T wish to say this also t to all others who to"kindly ‘ad 


364 tarrxu-· bur Stak. 


4, Ooomiles in seventeen traveling days. We were only nineteen days ou the way from Liver- 
pool to Ogden, staying two at Castle Gardens, N. F. We were by 

our Heavenly Father both on sea ‘and land. Many found watery brave were 
the State of Floris, which sailed after us, and even the 
Nevada ‘on which we sailed, met with an accident on her return ‘tip, and sank another 
vessel. 
“T found my family all well and prospering on my a 0 arene 1e pléast 
‘The’ after my 
T'was sippotnted a home missionary by ‘the Stake’ authorities. morning I 
vn presented with'an admission card to the ‘dedication ‘services of the Lohn Tetple, 

he wich takes place on Saturday, May 17th. ‘It signéd by President Téytor. 

e feel to thank you for your kindness’ to me, and to all the ‘missiotiaries and Saint, 

whom you preside. I chall long remember the counsel you ‘gave to the Eiders at a 
Oonference held in Birmingham. Tou may have forgotten only 
Pray God to bless you, His anointed and faithful Servant. 

have been kindly welcomed by many friends, and by 

Fourth’ Ward brass band, and about ‘twenty ‘couples of ‘neighbors’ and friends who 
“spent a pleasant evening at my residence. Utah looks well to me. Last night’ we were 
biessed with a copions shower, and to-day the sun shines’ beautifully, and all ‘nature 
seems to smile. Our orchards are white With blossoms; which’ fill the air with perfume. 
Peace and plenty seem to reign in Zion, while trouble, accidents, failures, cyclones, 
murders, shipwrecks, suicides and misfortunes of every nume and nature are being 

t poured out upon the nations that have forgotten God. I feel to bear my testimony once 
more to the Saints and to the world that God has again spoken from the heavens and 

revealed the fullness of the Gospel to His servant Joseph Smith. All may know that 

_ this is truth by obeying the Gospel. T thank God fot this knowledge, ‘and’ ‘wish to be 
faithful until death. 

. permit me to thank the Saints of the Birmingham, ‘London and Shotheta Confer- 
‘ences, through the medium of the Star, for their | many kind acts to me during my sbors 

my 


Veants in the Jand of my birth. 


‘after arriving in fair Utah, I vas affected by the sudden chauge of ‘the climate 
to this light and healthful: 


‘THE LONDON CONFERENCE. 170 abi 
from Hartflald. Sussex, June 1. 1884, 48 
.» . ®$tnee our Conference in London in April last, we Brother James W. Paxman: and 


213 out- door meetings when circum- 
ge @tances admit of our doing 80, although up to the present time we have held but very few. 


oud | Very little attention is paid to what we have to say, although we have met withono dis- 


» turbance, We make it a point to go to a town or village, engage lodgings, notify the 
that wo desire to held & meeting ab a Certain part of the town ‘and at cer 
tain time, and invite them to come, We tell them of the character of the meeting; that 
all: who will givens ahdering:>- There 
are generally some who ask, What are you? Who are you? Are you: Mormons?” 
ee you Latter-day Sainte? I it the Salvation Army?’ We. never satisfy!them on 
point, but kindly ask them to oome and listen, and bo wei preach Bible 
doctrine. In some places we have had enough come to listen to make it interesting for 
us; other places there has not been one come, so we have had to go away without the 
privilege of lifting our warning voices to them: but if they will not come and listen we 
the Lord. One plage where we stayed, we inquired of 9, policeman, whi in 
„bert place for us to peak. He told us where others ch, was in the most 


29 
1 
‘ 
* 
A 
* 
* 
x 
2 
iy 
— 
4 
— 


LATTER-DAY WILLENNIAL STAR. 365 


plaining to then the way to,cternal life He (the policeman) told us he heard we were 
in the town; where he got his information I cannot day, for we had not been in the place 
long, neither had we sent any notice ahead. He knew of our faith,i.¢., the doctrines 
we teach, and he had a few questions to ask, which we answered by Scripture quotations, 


He said be could tell us & good-story about the Mormons if he only had more time. We 


left some tracts with him. We have: visited some places where we cannot learn that b 


there has ever been a Mormon’. Elder, and in other places where they have been many _ 
years ago. We have tried to get the use of meeting houses, but so far have net been 


succéssful, and although we can Hardly expect to be favored 20 much, still we can try. 
Prejudice against us is very great, and it is one of the most formidable foes we have to 
contend ‘with: On Sunday evening last we had a conversation with a minister who 


believed in the ordiviance of baptism by immersion, but not as essential to salvation. — 


We showed kim by quotations from Scripture what it was instituted for; we also talked 


with, him upon the authority necessary to officiate in that ordinance as well as other 


ordinances of the Gospel. He told us there was no man upon the earth who held the 
authority at the present time, but the Bible was sufficient authority for any man, and 


all that was necessary. We showed him, by Scripture, that authority must come from 
heaven, that no man can take it upon himself, that the Holy Ghost was given by the 


imposition of hands, and that mon were neither authorized nor qualified to preach the 
Gospel or administer in any of its ordinances under any other circumstances or upon any 
other oonditiens. He asked me who had such authority; I told him the Latter-day 
Saints had, and that they received it from the right source; and I furthermore. told him 


that if de had not the authority (which he said no man has), he had no right with that 
Bible (which he carried under his arm], going about pretending to preach the Gospel, 


We referred him to Galatians i, 8, showing the position of those who preach any other 
Gospel than that which our Savior and His Apostles taught. Before leaving him I gave 


bim u tract, Discussion,’ and bore testimeny of the divinity of the mission of Joseph 


Smith; quoted Rev. xiv, 6, also Daniel ii, 44, and told him the things spoken of there 
had taken place in this dispensation, and that the time will soon come when all will have i 
to acknowledge it. As others do, he algo, spurned the idea of angels visiting this earth  . 
or any one living upon it. He said, ‘we all know the Mormon doctrines are wrong on 


account Of pelygamy;! that alone is ‘safficient to prove it.’ I told him we hear of our 
Christian friends praying to be taken to Abraham's bosom, and he was one of the greatest! © 
of polygamista He had nothing to say to that, only he knew it was wrong. I told him 1 
would defy him or any other man to prove the Gospel as taught by the Oe 
to be unseriptural. | Heeventually shuffled off, and we went to our lodging. 

In ons place we went to, L left a tract with a man who ‘keeps a store 
He asked me why we came to interfere with other people's religion, and added, we are all 


church people here, and don’t want any other religion, and if I had my way, I would sup- 7 


press street brawling.’ I told him I would rather speak in a meeting house, but could not 
get one for the purpose’ oh account of the prejudice that existed against us. “Isaid woe 
were not preaching against any one’s religion, but were teaching the doctrines of the 
Savior, and that.they were free to all who would accept them. After talking with him 


about half an hour, be of fom and when we parted he said, well, wih 
appoi te his public house, but several rods away,, 


to speak there, so we Order was maintained by a féw, but towards 

the close there were only a few left, and a man came out with a jug of beer and offered us 
somé; but of course. we :refused, ‘telling: him: we did not indulge in taking anything we 
thought would do us no After the close of the meeting we invited 
the prineiples of our religion, but none were forthcoming, s0 we retired to our lodgings. — 
we expect hold wo mhedtings out-doors. We are away up amongst the 


ana Ya: 


, ideas to the | public house, we went to them, and he gave us 
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ELDER WILSON'S LABORS. ist 
Pes : % 1 * ‘ 
$ 
ad eit gigs 


Exper Thomas writing. to us * May 8. 1884, sends 
detailed account of bis missionary labors in this — un for ese 
space’ to we are compelled to condense: 
He arrived in Liverpool on the 28th of April, 1883, aud was ails ned a e 
Glasgow Conterenos, which field he reached two days later, and was 8 
to labor in the Dumfriesshire District, but remained in the Glasgow District, 
holding meetings and laboring in connection with President J. W. ‘ 
in Glasgow, Govan, Partick; Paisley, ete., until May 18, when he proceeded to 
Dumfries, and thence to Moniidtve: a village’ near which he’ ‘was born and from 
whith he had been absent forty-seven years. He found a cousin ‘there who 
welcomed him, and when he commenced his labora distributing tracts an’ 
making known his religion, he also found a good deal of bigotry. and opposi- 
tion. One minister, the Rev. Patrick Borrowman, even followed. him from 
house to house, defaming his character and trying to persuade the people aot 
to receive or read his tracts, and on the following Sunday preached against 
him The result was Elder Wilson was unable to get a house to preach in at 
any price; however, he preached in the street and visited every house in the 
arishes of Glencairn and Tynron and warned the inhabitants of coming 
judgments and testified of the restoration of the Gospel. Getting lea ve ot 
absence for awhile in July, he visited his relatives in Liverpool, Birkenhead 
and Blackburn, laboring to bring them to a knowledge of the truth. As 2 
means to this end he purchased and presented to them some of the standard 
publications of the Church and also supplied them with tracts. After a ey 
of nine days in England he returned to Glasgow and scon afterwards, 
Dumfriesshire, where he continued his labors until Oct, 12, 1883, when, 
was transferred ta the Edinburgh: District. Here: be labored until Jan. % 
1884 during which time he had the pleasure of baptizing seven persons, and 
of seeing several others about ready for baptism when hie left! He remarks, 
of this, “Eider John Crawford and others planted, and IL watered; I and 
others planted, and Elder Greenwell has watered; bus God 12 
the increase, and to Him be all the praise. , ee 
After leaving Edinburgh Elder Wilson labored, a shout: tine, in Glasgow, 
and was then appointed to labor in the Liverpool Conference, whither. he... 
repaired after visiting his relatives in Dumfriesshire, arriving in Liverpool on 
the89th ef January. From that up to the time of his release to return bore” 
with the company which sailed on the 9th of April, 1884, hie labored in Liver- 
pool, Birkenhead, Chester and the zeal 
good effect, In conelusion he says: 
Loan truly say, as I have done publicly: and 


Wales, that I have not a hard feeling or thought in my heart e ew ve a3 


on the footstool of God. And I bear my humble testimony: that.I..know: that, Joseph . 
Smith: was a true Prophet; and that God revealed threugh the only true Gospel, 
whieh will bring under condemnation all who reject it. 
know by the inspiration of the holy Spirit of God. And I am on the alter of God wii 
all that I possess, to be used as His servants may see fit.” 
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UTE or RESPECT TO A wokrHY MAN. 
TRIBUTE OF"! A WC Peay [AN. 


Ws were pleased to notice in the Hereford Times, of May 31st, an aceount of 
an ovation tendered to Brother Robert J. Johnson, for many years, past the 

President of the ‘Hereford ‘Branch of the Church of Jes esus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Brother Johnson has been for the past twenty-one years manager of 
the Monkmoor Milla, of Hereford, owned by Messers. G. R. Herron and Son, 
wool and leather merchants... It being bis intention to emigrate to Utah with 
the company which will sail. from. Liverpool on the 14th inst., the eighty men 
who had been employed under him, or most of them, and others of his friends 
felt that they could not allow his departure to take place without some 
recognition af his worth as a master and his qualities as a citizen.“ A grand 
dinner was arraaged for, and all hands assembled to partake of it. The room 
in which it was served: was prettily decorated with flags, evergreens, flowers 
and mottoes. Mr. Gibbe, one of the members of the firm, was chairman for 
the occasion, and after the dinner was over he made a speech, announcing 
the object for which they had assembled, and ealled upon the oldest workman 
to present Brother Johnson with an elegant silver tray, tea and coffee service 
and a purse contdinitig 20°guitieds; subscribed by the workmen and friends, 
the tray bearing an appropfiate:-insvription... A gold watch with an inscrip- 
tion on it was also presented to him by his employers in recognition of his 
faithful services. Quite a number of speeches were made and toasts proposed, 
expressive of the good character of the man whom the assembly had met to 
honor, and the esteem in which he was held, and . wishes were indulged 
in for his future 


POETRY. 


MISSIONARY'S FAI FAREWELL TO ZION. 


Farewell to Zion’ daughters, to her farewell; 
and mo ers that in er valleys dwe 
‘nd bricht, 60 young and fair, 
her Temples and ber altars, and her san house of prayer. 


| “Farewell to Zion’s valleys, tp her woods and jmountaiss high, 

To her bright and fleecy cloudlets and her star-bespangled sky; 
‘ To her ranges, plains and meadows, and her birds on bush and tres, 


To the wild wero the dee he nn, 
| ter, and the saddle, spur and reins; 
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